You Shall Ask Nothing

As we read the scriptures from John 16:23-27 it is interesting to see that the words ask in different places have been translated from different words and have different meanings.  All of the definitions that are enclosed in bold brackets come from Strong’s Concordance. The word “pray” in John  16:27 is taken from the same word that is used for the first “ask: in John 17:23.  As we begin to read this scripture with the definitions in mind, we find something very interesting!

Joh 16:23  And in that day ye shall ask [2065 Strong’s Concordance request as a favor] me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask [154 Strong’s demand what is due] the Father in my name, he will give it you. 

Joh 16:24  Hitherto have ye asked [demand what is due]nothing in my name: ask [demand what is due] and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 

Joh 16:25  These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father.  The Holy Ghost reveals the things of the kingdom to us John 16:13-15
Joh 16:26  At that day ye shall ask [demand what is due] in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray [2065 request as a favor] the Father for you: 

Joh 16:27  For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. 

Jesus is talking to His disciples about the events to come following His crucifixion.  He is telling them that after He has been crucified, He will send the Holy Spirit to dwell in them.  The Holy Spirit will take the things that belong to Jesus and transmit them to the disciples.

John 16:13 But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will guide you into all the Truth (the whole, full Truth). For He will not speak His own message [on His own authority]; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him], and He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come [that will happen in the future].

14 He will honor and glorify Me, because He will take of (receive, draw upon) what is Mine and will reveal (declare, disclose, transmit) it to you.

15 Everything that the Father has is Mine. That is what I meant when I said     that He [the Spirit] will take the things that are Mine and will reveal (declare, disclose, transmit) it to you.

  1 John 4:17 says that “As Jesus is, so are we in this world.”  Jesus was the perfect representation of His Father.  As the Father spoke to Him, He spoke to others.  He had the authority to directly speak to the problem and expect results.  Mark 4:37-41 “Peace be still,” John 11:43 “Lazarus, come forth!” Luke 5:18-26 “Rise up and walk!” Jesus told His disciples that when the day comes that the Holy Spirit comes to dwell with them, they will not have to come before God and ask for things.  He said that at that day, the asking is over because they would be placed in the same position as He himself was.  Just as Jesus spoke with the authority of a son and got results, so could the disciples.  Jesus gave the believers that followed him the “power of attorney.”  “In His name,” in our position in Him, we have been given all the authority and power that He was given.
Our “asking days” are over in the sense that we have to ask [request as favors] God to do things.  Because of Jesus, everything has been accomplished and we have been given authority to demand or expect the things that God has given to us because of Jesus to manifest themselves just as Jesus did.  
2 Peter1:2 May grace (God's favor) and peace (which is perfect well-being, all necessary good, all spiritual prosperity, and freedom from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts) be multiplied to you in [the full, personal, precise, and correct] knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

3 For His divine power has bestowed upon us all things that [are requisite and suited] to life and godliness, through the [full, personal] knowledge of Him Who called us by and to His own glory and excellence (virtue).

4 By means of these He has bestowed on us His precious and exceedingly great promises, so that through them you may escape [by flight] from the moral decay (rottenness and corruption) that is in the world because of covetousness (lust and greed), and become sharers (partakers) of the divine nature.
Jesus told the disciples that they would be sorrowful as he departed from them, but that their sorrow would turn into joy.
John 16:20 I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that you shall weep and grieve, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.
Peter went from a man that had no power to a man who used the Word with the same power and authority that Jesus did.  Acts 3:6-16 

We are partakers of that same power and authority. 
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
 Jesus came to the earth to glorify his father.  The glory of God defines everything about God.  When the word glorified is used it means that Jesus had a Holy Spirit inspired revelation of the nature of his father, and that revelation flowed through him in such a way that when others saw Jesus, they saw the father.  Jesus was anointed with the Holy Ghost so that he could have the mind of his father.
Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.
We have been given the Holy Spirit so that we can manifest the Father to those around us in the same manner that Jesus did.

John 17:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.
